
  

    

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SSII LLAA    PPRRII AATTEEŷŷSSTTVVAA  
 

Tak Ľasto, preĽasto 

oĢŸahn¼Ɨ zvykn¼ 

Ĥivota krut®ho v²chrice 

naĢu tv§r. 

V mrazivom zajatí 

samoty veĽnej 

priateŸstvo pod§va ruku 

toƗ vz§cny dar! 

 

To teplo úsmevu, 

hrejivej dlane 

a srdca, ktor® d§vaƗ vie 

plnosti Ľasu 

obete stálej, 

v pohŸade slza veŸa napovie! 

 

ōakujem priateŸu, 

Ĥe spolu m¹Ĥeme 

vz§cny kus radosti sebe daƗ. 

ģe na tej lodi, Ľo pl§vame Ľasom, 

m¹Ĥeme ç m§m Ɨa r§d è povedaƗ. 

 

                ŷudmila Priecelov§ 

                  zo zbierky « SpoveŎ duĢe » 

 

 
  

 

   

 

 

 

 

M ILÍ  ĻITATELIA 

 

 Vyt¼ģen¼ d§vno oļak§van¼ jar 

m§me koneļne predo dvermi. Jar je 

symbolom nov®ho zrodu, ģivota a nádeje. 

V jarnom obdob²  sl§vime uģ tradiļne aj 

najvªļġie kresŠansk® sviatky veŎkej noci.  

 Aj ĂSlovenskĨ Montrealñ si takisto 

Ăodievañ jarnĨ pl§ġŠ, pod ktorĨm skrýva 

veŎa novĨch postrehov, n§padov, 

ļl§nkov, informácii a zaujímavosti 

tĨkaj¼cich sa hlavne n§ġho slovensk®ho 

ģivota v Montreale.  

 

Redakļna rada v§m ģel§ pr²jemn® preģitie 

veŎkonoļnĨch sviatkov, v posolstve 

ktorých dominuje láska, pokoj v srdci 

a vzájomn® odp¼ġŠanie.  

 

DEAR READERS 

 

 A long awaited spring is finally at 

our door.  Spring is the symbol of new 

birth, life and hope.  In the spring season, 

we celebrate, traditionally, the most 

important Christian holiday of Easter. 

 Likewise Slovak Montreal is 

looking forward with many new ideas, 

articles, information and interesting events 

in the Slovak community of Montreal. 

 

The editorial, is wishing you a Happy 

Easter, love, peace in your hearts with 

mutual forgiveness.    

 

 

  

 

Published by Slovak House 

March 2009 

Vydáva Slovenský Dom 
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OSOBNOSTI   SLOVENSKEJ  KOMUNITY  V  MONTREALE 

FRANK KVETAN  

 Frank Kvetan was born on January 3, 1913 in 

Bohdanovce near Trnava. He arrived in Montreal on 

August 18, 1929 and began to work as a laborer. In 

September 1931 was accepted to teach Slovak children in 

St. Jacques School. At the same time he also became the 

organist at Sts. Cyril and Methodius Church. As more 

families arrived from Slovakia, there were too many 

pupils for one teacher. Two Slovak nuns from the United 

States came to teach in Slovak, and Frank was given a 

class of older pupils to teach in English. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Outside of school he worked with the parish and 

Jednota youth, teaching singing and poetry for national 

celebrations, and directed plays with the youth. In his 

spare time he also helped with the publication of Slovak  

v Kanade, edited two almanacs for 1934 and 1935 and 

was the editor of Slovak v Kanade 1937-1938. In 1937 he 

became a member of the Canadian Slovak League. In 

December 1942, Frank was elected President of Branch 2 

of the Canadian Slovak League and held that post for 

several years. In 1943 he wrote a historical play We Were 

a Thousand Years, extending from the arrival of Sts. 

Cyril and Methodius in Slovakia to the death of General 

Stefanik. In 1944 he organized the first Slovak Day in 

Montreal. Frank was elected Vice-President of the CSL 

at its congress in1953.  

 He and two members were given task of 

reorganizing the League from a mortuary system to an 

insurance system, as required by the federal Department 

of Insurance. He drafted An Act to Incorporate Canadian 

Slovak League. It was passed by the Parliament of 

Canada on June 26, 1954. He wrote new by-laws in 

Slovak and English. Frank designed a new emblem  

 the Slovak emblem on a maple leaf with the words 

ñCanadian Slovak Leagueò in a circle in the centre. In 

1963 Frank was the chief organizer of all Slovak 

organizations and parishes in     Montreal to celebrate the 

One Thousand one Hundred year Cyrilo-Methodian 

Jubilee at St. Josephôs Oratory with Cardinal  

Jules Leger officiating with all the Slovak priests. 

 

He devoted all his time to work at Kelen Travel until 

his retirement, following which he worked there par-

time for three years until 1981 when he was 

diagnosed with Parkinsonôs disease. During the last 

three and a half years of his life, he was confined in 

the Montreal Neurological Hospital where he died on 

January 9, 1989 at the age of 76. 

Frank was a proud Canadian who never forgot his 

Slovak roots and heritage. At the same time, he 

strove to preserve Slovak culture in Canada. 

 

"School year 1936-1937, 3rd - 4th - 5th grades" 

with Frank Kvetan as a teacher. 

EASTER BAKE SALE  

 

SATURDAY  

APRIL 4 , 2009 
Sts. Cyril & Methodius Church hall 

2
nd

 Avenue & Jean Talon  

Time: 10:00 AM 
 

Home made pastries, Paska,  

Holubky, Noodles 

Lunch will be served 

Everyone is Welcome! 
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 Christmas party  

 
           On Sunday Dec. 7th, 2008 the Montreal 

 Branches of the Canadian Slovak League held 

 their annual Christmas lunch in the Sts. Cyril 

 and Methodius Slovak Parish banquet hall. In 

 keeping with past tradition the function 

 followed noon mass conducted by 

 Rev.Frantiġek KruġinskĨ and was open to and 

 attended by some over one hundred C.S.L. 

 branch members and non-members alike.  

 

 After a warm welcome, Lydia Matusky 

Montreal C.S..L. branches President introduced Mary 

Ann Doucette C.S.L. National President, who gave 

greetings from sister branches and the head office. 

Mrs. Doucette then proudly went on to announce and 

award the 2008 C.S.L. National Scholarship for 

Academic Excellence and accompanying $1000 cash 

prize to Tanya Chandik-Staskow a graduate of 

Westwood High School. She was chosen for 

recognition by the C.S.L. National Executive from 

among a national field of candidates for her 

combination of academic achievement and 

community involvement and spirit.   

 

President Matusky then went on to briefly speak of 

and call upon Ms. Eva Petras to accept a 

congratulatory gift from the Montreal branches 

recognizing Ms. Petras's achievement in being 

nominated and accepting a position of Judge of the 

Superior Court of Quebec. In addition to her 

commendable professional and career achievements 

Judge Petras has been a long standing involved 

contributing member of the Montreal Slovak 

community and its organizations. These commencing 

with Lipa Canadian Slovak Folk Ensemble and 

including Slovak House board membership and 

Presidency of the Canadian Slovak Professional and 

Business Association.  

 

Theatre group ñPRIADKYò prepared a play  

under the direction of Bea Janurova, on the  

base of Hans Christian Andersen  story ĂThe  

Little Match Girlñ. Music by Mr John  

Gujdan and a mixture of Slovak song and  

dialog of humour, traditional references and  

values performed in Slovak and encompassing and 

reinforcing the Christmas spirit was enjoyed by all.  
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 �9�L�D�Q�R�þ�Q�ê���R�E�H�G 

 
       Siedmeho decembra minulého roku sa  

konal tradiļnĨ vianoļnĨ obed, ktorý pri- 

pravil montrealský zbor kanadskej sloven- 

skej ligy pod vedením Lidie Matuskej. 

Medzi prítomnými bola i predsedn²ļka  

KSL v Kanade Mary Ann Doucette, ktorá  

s radosŠou oznámila, ģe Tanya Chandik-Staskow 

vyhrala ġtipendium od hlavn®ho ¼radu Kanadskej 

slovenskej ligy v cene 1000 dolárov, za jej dobré 

akademické výsledky v High School.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Okrem chutne pripraveného obedu, ktorý 

konļil dezertom a k§vou, dostali pr²tomn² aj Ņalġ² 

Ădezertñ vo forme vynikaj¼co pripraven®ho 

programu. Program pripravila montrealská divadelná 

skupina ĂPriadkyñ pod veden²m Bernadety Janurovej. 

Vianoļn® koledy sprev§dzal na harmonike John 

Gujdan. V známej rozprávke Hansa Christiana 

Andersena  ĂDievļatko so z§palkamiñ, nechala 

reģis®rka priestor hlavne deŠom, ktor® svojou 

spontánnosŠou chytili za srdce urļite kaģd®ho 

z pr²tomnĨch, ļomu nasvedļoval neut²chaj¼ci 

potlesk. 

Za kr§snu predvianoļn¼ atmosf®ru je treba 

poŅakovaŠ vġetkĨm organiz§torom, ktor² sa priļinili 

o dobrý obed i kult¼rne vyģitie. Zost§va n§m  veriŠ, 

ģe nasleduj¼ce Vianoce opªŠ vġetci osl§vime v tomto 

radostnom vianoļnom duchu. 
      H.B. 


